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But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the httle clans of
Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel,

He will stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the Lord, in the
majesty of the name of the Lord his God. And they will live securely, for

then his greatness will reach to the ends of the earth. And he will be their
peace.-5:2-5
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 Gifts and Festlwtles are Great but that is Not the Real Ingredient
for a Perfect Christmas..

 Every Who Down in Who-ville, the tall and the small, was singing!

Without any presents at all!
— Dy SeUss
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He Gives You Strength (4)

He will stand and shepherd in the strength of the Lord. (4)
Christmas is about this:
* You Don’t have to do it on your own.

e You can turn to God for strength, and he will give it to you.

e cast all his cares on Jesus -1 Peter 5:7
* “the weakness of God is stronger than man'’s strength." -1 Cor 1:25

e That’s the kind of strength Jesus offers.




Don't Tell God How Big
Your Storms Are;

Tell Your Storms How Big

Your God Is!!




He Gives You Strength (4)
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e That’s what Christmas is all about.

* |t means you are not alone.
* You are not a victim of the circumstances of your life. |
* You have a shepherd, and you can live in his strength.

* | know many of you are facing challenges right now that are
bigger than you.

* You are in a battle that you don’t have the strength to win on
your own — God will be your strength.







-?e Gives You Security (4) | = |

And they [his flock] shall Iiveéecure, for now he shall be great to
the ends of the earth. (4)

 We live in an insecure world.
* The things we turn don’t have the ability to offer true security.

e Jesus offers the security of knowing that he is control, and he has
the power and ability to take care of us.

I down, says the Lord GOD. 16 I will seek the lost, and | will bring
back the strayed, and | will bind up the injured, and | will
I strengthen the weak (34:15-16).
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e | myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and | will make them lie .



The tomb was empty-the
greatest security breach of all
time.Yet that event gives lasting
security to all God's people.

David Jeremiah



God Made this Promise to Us:

“Never will | leave you, never will | forsake you." -Heb13:5

"My sheep listen to my voice. | know them, and they follow me. |
give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one can
snatch them out of my hand." -John 10:27-28

He Offers a Kind of Security the World Cannot Offer...
...Security based not on things and circumstances

...based on his Greatness and never-ending love for you.

"There is no place you can go, or nothing that can happen, that
extends beyond the power of God to take care of you."
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l:le Gives You Serenlty (5) B E

And he will be thelr peace (5)

 We don’t live in a peaceful world.

* Jesus came to bring peace to all who follow him. Micah said....
e Jesus’ birth was announced by the angels, who said...

* "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men...(Luke
2:14)

* Peace | leave with you; my peace |l give you....Do not let your
hearts be troubled and do not be afraid. (John 14:27)

e Jesus came to give us peace. Even when we can’t experience
peace in the world around us, we can experience his peace in our
inner world.

N P e S g Psalm 29:11
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* Jesus came into the world to not to take away all the things that
destroy our peace.

 He wants to carry your burdens; he wants to lift your anxieties, he
wants to take away your sins.

* Those things that tend to make your life miserable are the very
things Jesus came to take care of.

 That’s what he wants to do. He wants to be your shepherd. He
wants to give you peace.

WHERE JUSTICE §






