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What is your real identity? What is an identity? Is identity something you are born with? Is it changeable or
never able to change?

Replace False Belief Systems from Your Past
Are you like the little eaglet, accepting lies and untruths from your past? Make time alone with your
Heavenly Father, and search out the false beliefs that keep you from soaring like the eagle.
"I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has
called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints." -Ephesians 1:18

» An Adopted Child

Wrong Belief: "I wasn't worth keeping.”

Right Belief:

God not only cares about me, He adopted me, and He'll never leave me.

"He predestined us to be adopted as his sons through Jesus Christ.” -Ephesians 1:5

* A Child of Diverce

Wrong Belief: "I must be the reason my parents are divorced."

Right Belief:

I am not responsible for the actions of others. Each person is accountable to God.
"Each of us will give an account of himself to God.” -Romans 14:12

» A Multiple Birth child (twin, triplet)
Wrong Belief: "I felt lost in the shuffle.”
Right Belief:
I am a unique creation of God. He knew me before I was born.
"For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother's womb. I praise you because I am
fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I know that full well.” -Psalm 139:13-14

* A Fatherless Child (death)

Wrong Belief: "I never had a real father who loved me and cared for me.”

Right Belief:

God will be my helper, defender and encourager. He is the Father of the fatherless.

"But you, O God, do see trouble and grief; you consider it to take it in hand. The victim commits himself to you;
you are the helper of the fatherless.... You hear, O LORD, the desire of the afflicted; you encourage them, and
you listen to their cry, defending the fatherless and the oppressed, in order that man, who is of the earth, may
terrify no more."” -Psalm 10:14, 17-18

¢ A Child Born in Poverty

Wrong Belief: "I didn't get a fair start in life."”

Right Belief:

God has not forgetten me, for He defends the cause of the needy.

"I know that the LORD secures justice for the poor and upholds the cause of the needy.” -Psalm 140:12




Eagles and Turkeys

Once upon a time, a little eaglet fell to the ground from its nest high on a cliff. While blindly
thrashing around, the baby eaglet was found by a flock of turkeys. Being kind, generous
creatures, the turkeys proceeded to take the helpless eaglet under their wings and teach him
everything he needed to know for survival. The tenderhearted turkeys taught the eaglet to forage
for acorns when his tummy felt empty. Yet after eating until he was full, there was still a strange,
unsatisfied hunger within his heart.

Upon losing his down and growing pinions, he began flapping and flailing around. Of course he
looked silly, and the turkeys could hardly keep from laughing. As his wings grew ridiculously big
and bulky, he could never keep them neatly tucked like the other good turkeys. As a matter of
fact, the more he grew, the less he looked like them. Meanwhile, the turkey hens clucked in
motherly concern at his strangeness, making him all the more embarrassed and confused.

On several occasions, the growing eaglet looked up and saw many mature eagles soaring far
above the earth. His little heart pounded with desire to follow, but an old gobbler squawked,

"No, no! You don't want to be like them! Those up there are vultures!” Crushed and defeated, the
eaglet grew to maturity without ever leaving the ground. He tried very hard to be a good turkey,
but was still unhappy and didn't know why.

One day when the eagle was foraging on the forest floor, dragging his bulky, useless wings, a
wise owl looked down from his perch and said to the eagle, "Whoo are you? And what are you
doing?" The eagle replied, "I am a bad turkey. I try so hard, but I just can't do anything right.”
The old owl replied, "Your problem is that you don't know who you are. You've been turkeyized.
You're an eagle, and eagles are meant for the sky. You'll never be happy living down on the
ground.”

The eagle's eyes were opened. He saw who he really was. He saw where he was meant to be. The
eagle found the courage to try something he had never done before. He stretched out his wings
and flapped to the top of a tree to see his way to the sky. The good turkeys raised their voices in
astonishment. Many feared he would fall. But the eagle lifted his wings and rose with the
currents of the wind. Never did he need to look back. The eagle could now do what he was meant
to do... because he knew who he really was?

God gives you a brand new identity when you embrace Jesus Christ as your personal Lord and
Savior. With Him, you are given "everything you need for life and godliness” in the person of the
indwelling Spirit of Christ Himself (2 Peter 1:3-4). With this new identity, develop Christlike
character by choosing to rely on Him to enable you to deal with your daily problems. God says .
that "Christ in you" provides the supernatural ability to live as He intended you to live.
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