








          





























Notes follow





We must take up the towel; the example of Jesus.  (vv. 1-17)
          ( He dressed himself to serve.)
          A.      Fullness  (v. 1)
                   1.       The fullness of time.
                   2.       The fullness of destiny.
                                      The only way to get out of this world is to die.
                   3.       The fullness of accomplishment.
                   4.       The fullness of example.
                                      The full extent of love is to serve.





• Seven Attitudes Developed Through Feetwashing and Communion  

1 Corinthians 11:20-11:34 

Seven attitudes that are developed through feetwashing and communion:

1. Feetwashing. (John 13:1-17)
a. Service. (John 13:5; Matthew 20:25-28)
b. Humility. (John 13:6-8; Philippians 2:1-11)
c. Obedience. (John 13:12-17; Luke 5:1-11)

2. Communion. (1 Corinthians 11:20-34)
a. Love. (1 Corinthians 11:20-22,33; 1 John 4:7-12,19-21)
b. Thankfulness. (1 Corinthians 11:23-26; 2 Corinthians 9:15)
c. Self-examination. (1 Corinthians 11:27,28; Lamentations 3:40)
d. Authenticity. (1 Corinthians 11:29-32; James 1:21-27)

Close: John 13:17



1. LOVE IS NOT AN OPTION, IT IS A REQUIREMENT
(v. 34) A new command I give you: Love one another.

2. LOVE IS NOT AN ABSTRACT IDEA, IT IS A MATTER OF FOLLOWING HIS EXAMPLE
(v. 34) As I have loved you, so you must love one another.

a. His love is sacrificial. Jesus was willing to lay down His life for us. In the same way, we must be willing to lay down our lives, 
not only for Him, but for His people.

b. His love is merciful. Even though He is perfect, He knows that we are not. When we fail He is faithful to forgive us our sins, 
even though we don't deserve His mercy. Therefore, we must be willing to forgive others even when we don't think they deserve 
it.

• C.S. Lewis said, "He loved us not because we were lovable, but because He is Love."

c. His love is unconditional. Jesus never put conditions of His love for us. He said unequivocally, "As the Father has loved me, 
so have I loved you." (John 15:9) There is nothing we can do to change that love. We are commanded to love others in the very 
same way.

d. His love is full of positive expectations for us. Because Jesus loves us, He wants the best for us. The only way we can 
experience God's best is to love and follow Jesus Christ. So throughout the 13th, 14th, and 15th chapters of John, when Jesus 
reminds of His great love toward us, He also challenges to show our love for Him through obedience.

3.   LOVE IS NOT INVISIBLE; IT TELLS THE WORLD WHO WE ARE
     (v. 35) By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.



John 13:1-3 (KJV) 
1  Now before the feast of the passover, when Jesus knew that his hour 
was come that he should depart out of this world unto the Father, 
having loved his own which were in the world, he loved them unto the 
end. 
2  And supper being ended, the devil having now put into the heart of 
Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, to betray him; 
3  Jesus knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and 
that he was come from God, and went to God; 



• He Gave the Ultimate Lesson



• Philippians 2 – Patterns. Some patterns or examples are given. 
•Christ: 

• His servitude (lowly as a servant); 
• His submission (to God); His suffering (the cross); 
• His superiority (every knee shall bow to Him); 
• His saving (He is the Savior). 

http://www.crossbooks.com/verse.asp?ref=Php+2


• Luke 22:31-34 (KJV) 
31  And the Lord said, Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath desired to 
have you, that he may sift you as wheat: 
32  But I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not: and when thou art 
converted, strengthen thy brethren. 
33  And he said unto him, Lord, I am ready to go with thee, both into 
prison, and to death. 
34  And he said, I tell thee, Peter, the cock shall not crow this day, 
before that thou shalt thrice deny that thou knowest me. 





Problem: James and John or their mother asked about sitting in Heaven 
Verses: Mark 10:35-37, Matthew 20:20-21; Status: Serious
• In Mark's gospel, the brothers James and John asked to sit at the side of Jesus in Heaven. This is Mark 10:35-

37:
• And James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came up to him and said to him, "Teacher, we want you to do for 

us whatever we ask of you." And he said to them, "What do you want me to do for you?" And they said to him, 
"Grant us to sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in your glory." (ESV)

• On the other hand, Matthew 20:20-21 has it that the request came from their mother:
• Then the mother of the sons of Zebedee came up to him with her sons, and kneeling before him she asked 

him for something. And he said to her, "What do you want?" She said to him, "Say that these two sons of mine 
are to sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in your kingdom." (ESV)

• These two passages are definitely about the same incident: in both Mark and Matthew, it comes right after 
Jesus foretells his death for the third time, and right before Jesus heals the blind. This is a problem. Inerrantists 
must reply like this:

• Is it not plausible that all three came together and made inquiry of the Lord with regard to the positions on His 
right and left hand in the kingdom?

• It's possible. Indeed, Matthew indicates that all three were present. But the question is not who was present, 
but rather, who spoke?

• I suppose you can say that the sons and their mother all spoke, one after another. But this is one of several 
occasions in the gospels where inerrancy requires you to believe that two authors gave half the story and 
nobody gave the whole story. This is very irritating. The more reasonable response is that Matthew, who used 
Mark as a source, altered the story to make the disciples look less foolish, by having someone else make the 
silly request.

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%2010:35-37&version=47
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2020:20-21&version=47




• Philippians 2:3-11 (AMP) 
3  Do nothing from factional motives [through contentiousness, strife, selfishness, or for unworthy ends] or 
prompted by conceit and empty arrogance. Instead, in the true spirit of humility (lowliness of mind) let each 
regard the others as better than and superior to himself [thinking more highly of one another than you do of 
yourselves]. 
4  Let each of you esteem and look upon and be concerned for not [merely] his own interests, but also each for 
the interests of others. 
5  Let this same attitude and purpose and [humble] mind be in you which was in Christ Jesus: [Let Him be your 
example in humility:] 
6  Who, although being essentially one with God and in the form of God [possessing the fullness of the 
attributes which make God God], did not think this equality with God was a thing to be eagerly grasped or 
retained, 
7  But stripped Himself [of all privileges and rightful dignity], so as to assume the guise of a servant (slave), in 
that He became like men and was born a human being. 
8  And after He had appeared in human form, He abased and humbled Himself [still further] and carried His 
obedience to the extreme of death, even the death of the cross! 
9  Therefore [because He stooped so low] God has highly exalted Him and has freely bestowed on Him the 
name that is above every name, 
10  That in (at) the name of Jesus every knee should (must) bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
11  And every tongue [frankly and openly] confess and acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of 
God the Father. 









• Find all the things going on in the Upper Room that night
• Luke 22:24 (KJV) 

24  And there was also a strife among them, which of them should be 
accounted the greatest. 

• Pride –(false humility)-aggressive
• Calloused – didn’t realize the Cross was coming
• argumentative



John 13:1-20 (NASB77) 
1  Now before the Feast of the Passover, Jesus knowing that His hour had come that He should depart out of this world to the 
Father, having loved His own who were in the world, He loved them to the end. 
2  And during supper, the devil having already put into the heart of Judas Iscariot, the son of Simon, to betray Him, 
3  Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into His hands, and that He had come forth from God, and was going 
back to God, 
4  •rose from supper, and •laid aside His garments; and taking a towel, He girded Himself about. 
5  Then He •poured water into the basin, and began to wash the disciples' feet, and to wipe them with the towel with which 
He was girded. 
6  And so He •came to Simon Peter. He •said to Him, "Lord, do You wash my feet?" 
7  Jesus answered and said to him, "What I do you do not realize now, but you shall understand hereafter." 
8  Peter •said to Him, "Never shall You wash my feet!" Jesus answered him, " If I do not wash you, you have no part with Me." 
9  Simon Peter •said to Him, "Lord, not my feet only, but also my hands and my head." 
10  Jesus •said to him, "He who has bathed needs only to wash his feet, but is completely clean; and you are clean, but not all 
of you." 
11  For He knew the one who was betraying Him; for this reason He said, "Not all of you are clean." 
12  And so when He had washed their feet, and taken His garments, and reclined at the table again, He said to them, "Do you 
know what I have done to you? 
13  "You call Me Teacher and Lord; and you are right, for so I am. 
14  "If I then, the Lord and the Teacher, washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another's feet. 
15  "For I gave you an example that you also should do as I did to you. 
16  "Truly, truly, I say to you, a slave is not greater than his master; neither is one who is sent greater than the one who sent 
him. 
17  "If you know these things, you are blessed if you do them. 
18  " I do not speak of all of you. I know the ones I have chosen; but it is that the Scripture may be fulfilled, ' HE WHO EATS MY 
BREAD HAS LIFTED UP HIS HEEL AGAINST ME.' 
19  "From now on I am telling you before it comes to pass, so that when it does occur, you may believe that I am He. 
20  "Truly, truly, I say to you, he who receives whomever I send receives Me; and he who receives Me receives Him who sent 
Me." 



.  Humility was weakness. A man’s position 
in society was a reflection of his control and influence over others. For Jesus, their master, to perform the lowly job of foot washing 
completely reversed their value system.  From Jesus’ action we perceive that humility and service is a requirement for salvation.

•  
• Philippians 2:3-4 Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let each esteem other better than 

themselves. 4 Look not every man on his own things, but every man also on the things of others.
•  
• 1John 3:16  Hereby perceive we the love of God, because he laid down his life for us: and we ought to lay down our lives for the 

brethren.
•  
• So we see that it’s not only service and humility, but also a willingness to give up our lives for our brethren as Christ did, and what 

his actions were foreshadowing in the conversation recorded in John 13:6-7.
• Then cometh he to Simon Peter: and Peter saith unto him, Lord, dost thou wash my feet? 7 Jesus answered and said unto him, 

What I do thou knowest not now; but thou shalt know hereafter.
•  



• Mark 10:37 (KJV) 
37   They said unto him, Grant unto us that we may sit, one on thy right 
hand, and the other on thy left hand, in thy glory. 

• Self Promotion



.
• Not surprisingly, washing someone else's feet was regarded as one of the 

most demeaning tasks anyone could perform. It was reserved for 
household slaves. But since there was evidently no household slave present 
at this secret meal, who would perform this task?

• Jesus' disciples were not about to do it. Luke says they were in the midst of 
their favorite argument--"which one of them was regarded to be the 
greatest" (Lk. 22:24)--and I don't think that means Peter was insisting that 
John deserved that honor, etc. Anyone who washed feet in this setting 
would be admitting he was the low-life of the bunch!



• “Jesus knew” – Knew what? 

1. “that the Father had put all things under his power,

2. and that he had come from God

3. and was returning to God.” 
•  he also knew the attitudes Present in the Room
• And he was leaving soon so he needed to impact them NOW!


