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ministry to people
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DEACONS:
PEOPLE WHO LIFT
WHAT MATTERS
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The Ministry of Lifting

« Every growing community reaches a point where
the work exceeds the hands

« Acts 6: a practical solution to a real problem
 Deacons chosen not for status, but for service

- Today: recognizing calling, character, and

capacity
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‘ EXEGESIS OF “DEACON"

What "Deacon” Really Means

diakonos =**
« Servant
« Helper
« One who runs toward a need

-One who “kicks up dust” because
they move quickly to help




EXEGESIS OF "DEACON"”
What "Deacon” Really Means
diakonos =**
e Servant
« Helper
« One who runs toward a need
 One who “kicks up dust” because they move quickly to help

‘Not A Title — A Posture
* Not Authority — Availability
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Servants YWho

Strengthen
the Church




ACTS 6 CONTEXT

The Early Church Problem

« Growth created gaps
« Some widows overlooked
« Leaders stretched thin

« Mission at risk

Solution: Choose Servants Who Lift




Deacons,
God’s Servants
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Dea cO DEACONS SEEA\gIS-IIé\':I'lOTHERS MISS

* They notice overlooked people
* They pay attention to quiet needs
* They protect the vulnerable




DEACONS SEE WHAT OTHERS MISS
Acts 6:1

* They notice overlooked people
* They pay attention to quiet needs
* They protect the vulnerable
Challenge to Deacons:

See the invisible
Notice the unnoticed

Challenge to Congregation:
Let them know when you need help
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. DEACONS SERVE WITHOUT SPOTLIGHT -Acts 6:2
“"Wait on tables” =
* Feeding
 Managing
« Caring
« Reconciling
* Protecting unity

A deacon moves toward the mess,
not away from it




DEACONS SERVE WITHOUT SPOTLIGHT -Acts 6:2
“"Wait on tables” =
- Feeding
« Managing
- Caring
« Reconciling
* Protecting unity

A deacon moves toward the mess, not away from it

- Challenge to Deacons:
Serve where no one sees

- Challenge to Congregation:
Honor their service
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DEACONS LIFT THE MISSION - Acts 6:7
« When deacons serve, the church grows
« When burdens are lifted, leaders lead
« When unity is protected, mission advances




DEACONS LIFT THE MISSION - Acts 6.7
« When deacons serve, the church grows '

« When burdens are lifted, leaders lead
« When unity is protected, mission advances

Challenge to Deacons:
Your service strengthens the whole church.

Challenge to Congregation:
Serve somewhere. Lift something.
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CLOSING THOUGHT

Deacons Are Not Just Titles — They Are
Towels

« Jesus didn’t hand out Titles

- Jesus picked up a Towel

 Today we honor those Who Lift Like Jesus
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Deacon Installation

« Candidate Commitments:
« Serve with humility
« See the overlooked

*SuUp

Protect unity

port the mission



Deacon Installation

« Candidate Commitments:
« Serve with humility
« See the overlooked

* Protect unity

« Support the mission

Congregation Commitments:

« Pray for them
« Support them
 Follow their example




DEACONS

ACALLTOSERVE

ACTS 6:1-6 | 1 TIMOTHY 3:8-13




Prayer of Commissioning

“Strengthen their hands.
Steady their hearts.

Fill them with wisdom, compassion, and courage.”

ACALLTOSERVE

ACTS 6:1-6 | 1 TIMOTHY 3:8-13




Deacons

rvimg and Strengthening the Church



BENEDICTION
May God give you eyes to see needs,

hands to lift burdens,

—

and a heart that reflects Christ
= Church

Go Iin unity and strength




DEACON
INSTALLATION
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